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INTRODUCTION
Cordaid Ethiopia has prepared this short booklet about our recent
Humanitarian aid projects, specifically those responding to the needs
of conflict affected people and communities in the Afar, Amhara and
Tigray regions of Ethiopia.
Cordaid Ethiopia has always embraced the collective approach to
supporting people through humanitarian crises. Our work would not
be possible without the people we work with, community leaders, our
local partners, government partners, our (I)NGO networks, experts,
and volunteers. Even within our own organisation, we engage staff
from multiple units, both locally and globally in our humanitarian activities to lend a helping hand, provide technical support and
provide staff with the opportunity to learn from experiences on the
ground. Furthermore, as a double-mandated organisation, working
both on Humanitarian Aid and Development, we apply the Humanitarian-Development Nexus (HDN) approach. As such, it is through
engagement of multiple actors, from different sectors, internally and
externally, locally, and internationally, that we will connect more
effectively and achieve collective outcomes that reduce people’s need,
risk, and vulnerability to crises.
#ItTakesAVillage to support people in crisis
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Learn more about Cordaid Ethiopia’s
Humanitarian Programme

This booklet features, a description of Cordaid’s Humanitarian Aid
Programme, and an overview of our most recent Humanitarian Aid
projects, namely Ethiopia Tigray Joint Response (ETJR), Ethiopia Joint
Response (EJR), and Supporting conflict-affected IDPs in Afar region
project. It also features photos taken during some of our projects’
activities, stories collected in the field from people we work with, a
message from our local partner, and our Humanitarian Programme
Manager.

SCAN ME!
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“Supporting people when they are
at their most vulnerable and saving
lives is what we do through our
humanitarian programming.”

Cordaid started operating in Ethiopia in 2006, focusing
on community-managed disaster risk reduction. Cordaid has since expanded its intervention and expertise
to community-based disaster risk reduction, health system strengthening, employment and entrepreneurship,
inclusive peace & reconciliation, localisation, financial
mechanisms, food systems and livelihoods, and innovative technologies which are being implemented in Addis
Ababa, Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Sidama, Somali, SNNPR,
and Tigray regions of Ethiopia.
Cordaid Ethiopia’s interventions contribute to the following 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
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ABOUT CORDAID

The Humanitarian Aid programme
Cordaid implements humanitarian aid projects to address and reach the most vulnerable
people’s basic needs in the most vulnerable
areas through activities that increase community resilience to conflict, climate shocks,
other risks and supporting people with healthy
copying mechanisms. Cordaid Ethiopia’s
humanitarian responses include the COVID
-19 responses, emergency services, resilience
building and sustainable recovery system
development.

Support Conflict Affected
IDPs In Megale,
Afar Region
ETJR: In East Tigray,
South Tigray, North
Shewa & North
Gonder, Amhara

Since January 2021, we have been working in
conflict-affected areas including Afar, Amhara,
and Tigray Regions of Ethiopia through the
EJR and ETJR project, our main intervention
areas consisted of supporting IDP and IDP
returnees with emergency support to meet
their basic WASH (water, sanitation, hygiene),
Food and Shelter needs as well as livelihood
restoration support.

Ethiopia Joint
Response North
Wollo, Amhara

In Ethiopia, hundreds of thousands of people
have been displaced due to conflict - forced to
flee their homes in search of safety, survival,
and assistance. In response, Cordaid has been
assisting conflict-affected communities by
focusing on building and supporting highly vulnerable communities, ensuring their
basic needs are met, and providing livelihood
support.

Cordaid Ethiopia Humanitarian Aid Implementation Areas
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Cordaid Ethiopia’s adheres
to, and acts in accordance
with the Core Humanitarian
Standards.
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THE COALITION
Cordaid, along with other INGOs, have
been implementing various Joint Humanitarian Response, in consortium as
part of the Dutch Relief Alliance (DRA),
in partnership with Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs since 2015. The coalition
includes 14 member organisations –
together we provide rapid humanitarian
assistance in a number of areas. For
instance, in the last two years, Cordaid
secured ECJR, EDLR, ETJR, EJR, and EDJR
grants.

About DRA
The DRA is a coalition of 14 Dutch aid
organisations in partnership with the
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The DRA works with more than 1000
local organisations. Over the past years
the coalition has delivered humanitarian aid to more than 4 million peoples in
22 crises.
Central to the DRA’s approach is the
Joint Response Mechanism. Joint Responses are co-created and implemented by DRA partners and local partners,
which are chosen based on geographical
and technical reasons, and in collaboration with other international and local
humanitarian actors. Read more about
DRA: https://dutchrelief.org/

DRA Member organisations logo
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The Ethiopia Tigray Joint Response (ETJR) Project
Project Discription

STORY

ETJR is a project that was implemented from February 2021 until May 2022.
The primary objective of the project was to provide life-saving assistance to
4,410 households facing severe acute needs in conflict-affected communities
in the Tigray and Amhara regions.
The intervention’s design is based on the sectors directly related to the humanitarian context, in accordance with the cluster recommendations, the
expertise of partners, and on complementarity with other ongoing interventions. The intervention focuses on the most vulnerable households with the
goal of improving direct access to food, WASH, health, nutrition, and shelter,
as well as protection.

Donor
Government of the Netherlands - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

DRA Consortium Lead
Cordaid

International Joint Response Partners
SOS Kinderdorpen; Cordaid Ethiopia, Save the Children Netherlands;
ZOA-International; Stichting Vluchteling/IRC, Tearfund/FHE
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Local Partners
EOC-DICAC and ECC SDCO/Caritas Ethiopia

People we work with selection criteria
Cordaid uses standard vulnerability criteria and works together with local
authorities to ensure the most vulnerable groups are reached. Selection is
done through the involvement of local government, community elders, and
partners and selected the most vulnerable through mutually agreed criteria. The selection criteria include female headed households, child headed
households and elder headed households with no income being generated
by any adult household members.
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Atsedu Kebede
54
Farmer
Displaced from Oromia
Region, Ethiopia

Atsedu Kebede, 54, is an IDP taking refuge at the Debre
Birhan IDP settlement. She was forced to flee her home
in the Dano district of Ambo town with 10 other family members. Atsedu was recipient of the final ETJR food
distribution. The distribution consisted of 225q of flour and
450 pieces of five-litre bottles of cooking oil, valued at ETB
1.7 million.

My name is Atsedu Kebede, I came from West Dano woreda and am currently in Debre-Birhan. In my family, we are 11(including me), by which I live with my husband,
my 8 children, and raising an orphaned child whose father died. During that time,
they took everything from me, my home, my family, my farm as well as my animals.
My father was a priest, and unfortunately, they abducted him on October 22, 2021,
because of the fear and terrifying moments, I had to abandon my home in November
4, 2021. We did not have a chance to save our home, our animals, or even our clothes
and food.
The displacement affected my family as well as my people. Mostly, the displacement
affected the women, youth, pregnant ones, people with disability, and the elders.
Many were tortured including the elders as well as the children with guns and
knives, women were physically harassed, and some people beaten to death.
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The rainy season is coming and I am worries about how we will survive that. So, we
are so happy for what we got from Cordaid and other aid organisations. We must utilize the food we received today thinking about our future lives. We must save some
for longer use, because there are times that we may starve or not eat for a whole day.
We are grateful that you came here, that you thought about us, that you came to
help us in our times of need. We wish to send our gratitude and that we are thankful
for everything that you have done, and we wish that you think about us and help us
get back to our lives.

9

Zenebe Alemu
34
Farmer
Displaced from Oromia
Region, Ethiopia

Zenebe Alemu, 34, a young farmer recently displaced
from Dano district of Ambo town to Debre Birhan town.
He was recipient of the last ETJR food distributions carried out at IDP shelter/camp in Debre Birhan town.

My name is Zenebe Alemu, I am a farmer and merchant. I came
from Dano Woreda Ambo-Town, because of conflicts in the area.
Now we rest in a refugee camp. There are 4 people in my family,
including 3 boys and 1 girl. I also look after 4 girls and 5 boys from
another family. The problems from the conflict in our hometown was
too much to bear, we were forced to leave for our safety.
What happened to us is so horrible and we suffer hard times. I lost
my father; he was killed during the conflict.
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Elders, youth, and people with disability lack the ability to take care
of themselves as well as receive aid when supported by a different aid
organisation; so, we must give them the opportunity first, to receive
any food, shelter, or any medical facility.
Even if the aid we are receiving is does not last, it will solve our
problems for the immediate future. Right now, we are doing all we
can to survive the challenges. We will try to save some for future use
until with hope, another donor aids us, for longer use.
I would like to thank all organisations who supported us through our
times of need.
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Demile Adial
68
Farmer
Returnee IDP from
North Wollo

Demile Adial, 68, a farmer recently forced to displace
from his home in North Wollo to South Wollo, Kombolcha
city. He was recipient of two recent food distributions
carried out as part of the Ethiopia Tigray Joint Response
(ETJR) project along with 669 other returnee IDPs in Habru Woreda, North Wollo Zone.

My name is Demile Adial and I am a farmer. I live around in Tedo-Micheal woreda. I have 2 grandsons though my first child and
another 2 grandsons through my second child.
The reason we came here is because of the displacement caused by the
conflict in this area which harmed the poor, killed our families, and
injured the weak. We survived the conflict and returned home alive.
The situation was very challenging, I witnessed people leaving their
home, people struggling to survive due to, lack of food and shelter, I
saw people getting beaten getting shot, burned alive, and many more
atrocities.
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Most of us tried to survive the violence by escaping it, but those who
are disabled were not so lucky as they are physically unable to move
without assistance. We were worried about the most because they
were at a higher risk for getting kidnapped or get abused.
War is so terrifying; it leaves behind pain and suffering. This leads to
a lack of peace and stability, increased crime, loss work and a takes a
high economic toll on the country.
I honestly appreciate what Cordaid is doing, to help those that are
suffering. I just want to say, I am so thankful for there is an organisation who is willing to help others, and I wish this organisation to grow
and aid others as well.

11

Melkam Tesfaye
34
House-wife
Returnee IDP from North
Wollo

Melkam Tesfaye, 34, a housewife, was forced into displacement from her home in North Wollo to South Wollo,
Kombolcha city, Amhara region. She was recipient of a
food distribution activity carried out as part of the Ethiopia Tigray Joint Response (ETJR) project along with 669
other returnee IDPs in Habru Woreda, North Wollo Zone.

My name is Melkam Tesfaye. I am married and a housewife. I
have three children. My husband was a businessman, he owned
a barbershop. We both worked hard to provide food and shelter
for our family, but when the conflict started, we suffered a lot.
My husband had to go to the border to join the army and I had
to stay here with my children.
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This is our second displacement; we first came from our home
where the persecution happened around the northern district at
Mikader because of a massacre, while the second is because of
the conflict in North Wollo. After my husband lost his business,
he was emotionally damaged and decided to go the border and
I had to leave my home and come here to live with my motherin-law. Persecution is an awful thing by which there is trouble,
starvation, and a lot of challenges as well. In fact, there are
dozens of people who lost their families and friends because of
this. For a woman, there are lots of challenges like unwanted
pregnancy, physical or mental harassment, illness, and more.
I appreciate what Cordaid did to give first priority to those
physically weak and disabled. I would say that Cordaid is a
great organisation, and that we are thankful for everything
that you did for us.
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The Ethiopia Joint Response (EJR) Project   
Project Description

EJR is a project in implementation from January 2022 until December 2023. The project
directly targets 60,100 people (39,065 women) in five kebeles of Woldia town, North
Wollo Zone, Amhara region. The primary objective of the project is to alleviate human
suffering and restore their livelihood and dignity through provision of food security
and Livelihood, WASH, and Multi-Purpose Cash (MPC) interventions for conflict affected communities reside in the selected areas, and and in five kebeles of Kobo Woreda
through Ethiopian Catholic Church Social and Development Commission (ECC SDCO),
local partner.
The project strives towards achieving improved food security of vulnerable households.
The project also works towards improving access to clean and safe water supply and
ensure and promote better hygiene and sanitation by the end of 2023. Some recent
project activities include Cordaid transferred Multi-purpose cash (MPC) for 500 Households/1932 People and conditional Cash as livelihood restoration mechanism for 500
conflict affected Households in Woldia Administration.

Donor
Government of the Netherlands - Ministry of Foreign Affairs

DRA Consortium Lead
SOS Kinderdorpen

International Joint Response Partners
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Cordaid Ethiopia, Terre des Hommes(TdH), Tearfund/FHE, SOS Kinderdorpen, Plan
International, and Stichting Vluchteling/IRC

Local Partners
ECC-SDCO/Caritas Ethiopia

People we work with selection criteria
Cordaid uses standard vulnerability criteria, and work together with local authorities
to ensure the most vulnerable groups are reached. Thus, beneficiary selection of last
supports made through involvement of local government, community elders, and partners and selected the most vulnerable through mutually agreed criteria. The selection
criteria include female headed households, child headed households and elder headed
households with no income being generated by any adult household members.
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Supporting Conflict Affected IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons)
in Afar region, Ethiopia Project
Project Description
Supporting Conflict Affected IDPs in Afar region, Ethiopia is a
project implemented from March to August 2022. The primary objective was to provide emergency support for conflict affected IDPs
in the Afar region. Communities in the Afar region were seriously
affected by the conflict in the northern part of Ethiopia. As such,
the project directly targeted and reached 2,130 households in the
Sifera and Magaale woredas of Afar region through the distribution of food and basic shelter solutions.

Donor
Cordaid Global Office

Local Partners
A local partner, Afar Pastoralist Development Association (APDA).
APDA is implementing the project in consultation and coordination with Disaster Prevention and Food Security Programme
Coordination Office (DPFSPCO), the shelter cluster group and the
Afar Emergency Coordination Committee under the leadership of
OCHA.
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People we work with selection criteria
The target people we work with for food and shelter NFI will be
IDPs who are temporarily hosted by the local community. The
project referred to cluster standards and uses its existing community structures and partnership with key stakeholders during the
beneficiary selection process. The people we worked with included
the most vulnerable households, that included affected children,
girls, women, female headed households, and households with
special needs (PSN) including Persons with disabilities(PWD),
Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLW), elders, and chronically ill
people who have been affected by the conflict.
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Momina Derder, a 56-year-old agro-pastoral
woman and IDP from Megaale district, Afar, region. Food and non-food items were distributed to
1087 households in the Megale, where she received
assistance from Cordaid and APDA.

Momina Derder
56
Agro-pastoralist
IDP from Megaale, Afar

My name is Momina Derder Haji. I am an agro-pastoralist and I live in Afar, Megaale woreda. I live
with two of my children and three grandchildren. Because of the conflict we lost our animals, home, our
farm and more importantly, many people we cared about.
My family and I have experienced so many problems. When the conflict became too much to bear, we
tried to relocate our children and our animals with us to a safe location. Unfortunately, this was impossible, so we decided to abandon our animals while only brining our children. We were barely surviving after
we left, because we lost of our source of income – so we could not afford water or food. We would go out
looking for food and sometimes, we went up a week without having a meal. Even getting drinking water
was difficult as there were very long queues and has to walk to 3 kms to the located. Because of this, it
could take 2-3 days to get water. and we almost stay for a week, we go out to bring some water but there
is a queue that could take 2 – 3 days, while walking 2 – 3 Km. More importantly, we don’t have a home
or access to health care. So, the displacement caused us severe pain and agony.

As a woman, I have seen a lot of challenges and have gone through many ups and downs throughout
this displacement. I also have a daughter who is pregnant, and I am always scared for her and what
she is going through. We do not have access to a health centre, so I am hoping she has a safe and health
delivery. But if something bad happens, there is little that can be done.
Now, it seems the leaders of the country are working to restore peace and balance in the country – this
gives me home. I am also very thankful that some organisations are providing aid and support for all of
us. Especially, APDA and Cordaid, who have been here since beginning. Thank you for helping us through
this difficult journey and we hope for more long-term support in the future, to restore life.
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Our children are not attending school and many of them are now malnourished due to a lack of food and
water – both of which are essential for health. So right now, we are mostly concerned about our children
and their well-being.

Cegglila Mesisa, 38, Agropastoral, community
coordinator and IDP from Megaale district, Afar,
region. Food and non-food items were distributed to
1087 households in the Megaale district of the Afar
region, where he received assistance from APDA
and Cordaid Ethiopia, through the Support Conflict
Affected IDPs in Afar region project.

Cegglila Mesisa
38
Agro-pastoralist and
Community Coordinator
IDP from Megaale, Afar

My name is Cegglila Mesisa, I am 38 years old, and I am an agro-pastoralist. I was
born and raised in this community; I lived in Megaale woreda. I am community
Coordinator for APDA but I am also displaced due to the conflict. I understand the
community as a member and as humanitarian worker. I lost goats and my farm as a
result of the conflict.
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Most of us came from 58 km distance from a kebele near the border of the Tigray
region. Our situation is far harder than anyone can imagine – many of us have lost our
mothers and fathers, have given birth while displaces and lost our children along the
way. When we first arrived here, medical treatment and medicines were hard to come
by. Some people were asking exorbitant fees, up to 6000 Birr, to transport patients
to the nearest health centres and pharmacies. Thankfully, a health facility recently
opened, and more people have access to basic health services, but it is still not enough.
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The solution to this problem can only be peace, but until then, we need just to survive.
So, the first thing is to ease people’s minds of their fears and worries so that they are
more mentally stable. Secondly, a person can not only be aided with food, but we also
need support to stand on our own and earn income to support our family and friends.
Right now, we have nothing, we are fully dependent on aid organisations and the
government. Only 2,000 people are already received aid, but we have more than 20,000
people here. So even the help we receives, it unable to address all our people’s needs.
We are so thankful for the support so far but more than the food and shelter support, I
think it’s an advantage to find something we could work on to restore our livelihoods,
and more support mentally and health wise.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HUMANITARIAN
PROGRAMME MANAGER

Within our humanitarian programming, our
main intervention areas include food security,
livelihood support, WASH support, Multi-Purpose Cash, protection, and Shelter NFIs for extremely vulnerable people in the Tigray, Amhara,
Somali, Oromia and Afar regions.
In Ethiopia, Cordaid mostly works through local
partners and own capacity. Indeed, we fully believe that working through local partners is good
to ensure response effectiveness and efficiency.
We are sure to include a capacity strengthening component for each of our projects so that
we continuously work with our partners to
strengthen their capacity in areas where perhaps
gaps may have been identified. On the other
hand, we too learn a lot from our partners!

I can say with confidence that Cordaid’s humanitarian aid programme has been successful
so far. We have successfully completed all our
projects and have achieved their respective
objectives. I say this because (1) affected people
and stakeholders are always involved during
planning and implementation; (2) most targets
are achieved, some even exceeded; (3) support is
provided based on actual needs; and (4) resources are used efficiently.
Among our achievements in the last two
years are that we have capacitated eight local
partners in such a way that they could manage
life-saving emergency assistance in an improved way, we have provided direct food assistance to more than 9,300 people, WASH support
for more than 124,500 people, MPC transfers for
more than 16,500 people, Shelter NFIs for 1,210
households, and primary health care related
support for 31,600 people.
When you provide humanitarian assistance
for affected people, you will see the feedback
immediately. There is nothing that will make
you happier than the provision of food and
non-food items [including dignity kits] for the
needy (helpless) people and observing that they
feel happy. You are reducing their pain that will
come from starvation; you are keeping their
dignity by protecting them from taking up
negative coping mechanisms.

Ahmed Mohammed
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When I joined Cordaid two years ago, there were
only two Humanitarian Aid projects. Since then,
we have grown our humanitarian portfolio to
include more diversified programming such as
drought responses, COVID-19 responses, and
supporting people affected by conflict and poverty – all in the last two years. Through the Dutch
Relief Alliance (DRA), we have supported joint responses such as ECJR, EDLR, ETJR, EJR, and EDJR.
These projects have contributed to a reduction in
human suffering and their vulnerabilities in the
communities in which we work and among the
people that we work with.

Ahmed Mohammed
HUMANITARIAN
PROGRAMME MANAGER

A humanitarian crisis is an event (or series of events) that threatens
the health, safety, and well-being of a community or large group of
people. The frequency, duration and impacts of humanitarian crises,
mainly driven by natural disasters and conflicts, continue to increase with significant impact on human life and dignity. In general,
armed conflicts, occupation, and oppression; the lack of political
and economic stability and governance; climate change and natural
hazards(droughts) are among the major drivers of humanitarian crises
in Ethiopia. These vulnerable people need life-saving emergency food
and non-food items; WASH and Protection services; and livelihood
support to ensure their recovery.  
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Humanitarian assistance helps to relieve suffering during emergency
situations. Humanitarian assistance goes to addressing ongoing issues that contribute to human suffering.  As compared to the existing
need for humanitarian assistance, the current support which Cordaid
provides is not sufficient, as claimed by different stakeholders.  
Cordaid’s Compass directs us to plan and manage humanitarian
responses solely through local partners. This entails Cordaid’s commitment to localisation. Working through local partners has its own
advantages and challenges. You can achieve targets easily and ensure
the resilience of the affected communities in a manageable way. On
the other hand, we will be at risk of ineffectiveness and inefficiency
if we cannot identify and work with the local partners who are not
committed and accountable to us, our stakeholders, and the people we
work with.
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A Humanitarian Response is a lifesaving activity of
those people affected by war or natural disasters by
responding to their urgent needs of food, shelter,
WASH, and protection of those vulnerable groups
of the community. Since our joint response began
early 2021 our support has reached a total of 1968
HHs/around 10,000 individuals; whose houses were
totally/partially destroyed; women and children
who lost their family head due to war; farmers
whose crops and animals were looted/destroyed;
small shop owners whose properties are looted and
kebele government representatives whose houses
and properties are burned to the ground as revenge.

Truly speaking Cordaid in general and the Humanitarian Response team in particular is equipped
with a professional, supportive, encouraging and
understanding staffs that one admires to work with
specially in the context of emergency response situations. We have been in close collaboration starting
from project designing, implementing and follow up.
Through the journey so far, we have earned a great
trust from government as well as communities we
have been serving. In this regard just yesterday, we
have been awarded a certificate of appreciation from
Habru Woreda as the best implementor of the year in
emergency response activities.

The support at least gave them hope and compensated to their loss and above all made them feel
that we share their pain and are by their side. The
support mainly comprised provisions of food items,
emergency shelter, WASH NFI and Covid Messaging.
During the intervention we have noticed that almost no one was selling the support provided with.

Humanitarian aid/responses should be need driven, timely and participatory of local government
structures at zonal, woreda and kebele levels. The
involvement of local government body and community members made easy the process of beneficiary
identification, verification, and validation.

Our journey with Cordaid began with ETJR Project
in Raya Alamata and Raya Kobo Woredas in January
2021 through TOP UP in Raya Alamata and Habru
woredas up to the current EJR. During this period,
we are having a fantastic journey with Cordaid as a
partner and lead in the consortium.

For ECC-SDCO/Caritas Ethiopia, Cordaid means more
than a Donor/Partner as we share a common universal goal of integral human development. Now as we
are getting out of the emergency situations our focus
should turn towards rehabilitation and development
interventions.

ECC-SDCO/Caritas Ethiopia
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARTNER

“The impact of conflict on communities is devastating. These families have been displaced from their
homes and left destitute, their lives and livelihoods are threatened. The humanitarian assistance we
provide is not enough to alleviate their suffering. The vulnerability in this camp is heart-breaking.
Children and pregnant women are acutely malnourished. These vulnerable communities need a lifeline,
protection and humanitarian support. I call upon our society to fight for peace and restore the dignity of
our displaced and refugee communities on the continent.”

Roselyn Akinyi Walender

From left to right: Logistics officer Yonas
Gossaye Adenew, Country Director Roselyn Akinyi Walender, Humanitarian Aid
Programme Manager Ahmed Mohammed,
and Logistics & Procurement Manager
Habtamu Worku during the ETJR food
distribution in Debre Birhan.
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Cordaid Ethiopia Country Director
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Find us on:
@CordaidEthiopiaCO
@CordaidEth
@CordaidEthiopia

CONTACT

Cordaid Ethiopia
Bole Sub City Woreda 13
Around Bole Homes near
Genet Chefe Grocery
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
+251 11 557 8805
www.cordaid.et
P.O. Box 27638/1000, AA, ET
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Ahmed Mohammed
Humanitarian Programme Manager
amy@cordaid.org

